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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 13151 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV. BQG 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO BERLIN OF FRG INTERIOR MINISTER 
REF: (A) BONN 13080 

1 . FRG BONN GROUP REP (VON BRAUNMUEHL) INFORMED THE 
BONN GROUP ON AUGUST 10 THAT THE FOREIGN OFFICE HAD 
INQUIRED OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AS TO WHAT 
TRANSPIRED IN BERLIN DURING MAIHOFER'S VISIT THERE. 

THE FOREIGN OFFICE WAS INFORMED THAT THERE WAS A 
SPEECH BY MAIHOFER AND THE LETTER OF APPOINTMENT WAS 
HANDED OVER. HOWEVER, THERE WAS NO OATH RENDERED 
TO FRAUENKNECHT BECAUSE HE ALREADY BELONGED TO THE 
MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR. THE FOREIGN OFFICE HAS 
REQUESTED THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR TO PROVIDE A 
FORMAL LEGAL OPINION REGARDING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
ACT OF FORMALLY HANDING OVER THE LETTER OF APPOINT- 
MENT. THE US LEGAL ADVISER NOTED THAT OUR RESEARCH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 13151 112048Z 

ON THE BEAMTENGESETZ (REF A) SHOWED THAT THIS WAS 
AN ACT WHICH HAD LEGAL CONSEQUENCES. THE GERMANS SAID 
THAT THEY HAD FOUND THE SAME PROVISION AND HAD 
SPECIFICALLY ASKED THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, WHICH IS 
ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF THE 
BEAMTENGESETZ, FOR AN INTERPRETATION. 
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2. THE US REP SAID THAT WE UNDERSTOOD THAT VOGEL 
HAD ALSO HANDED OVER A LETTER OF APPOINTMENT LAST 
YEAR BUT VON BRAUNMUEHL REPLIED THAT THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE IS UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT HE DID NOT AND THAT 
THIS FACT DISTINGUISHES MAIHOFER'S VISIT FROM VOGEL'S. 

3. THE FRENCH REP (RICHARD) EXPRESSED REGRET AT 
MAIHOFER'S VISIT AND NOTED ESPECIALLY THAT MAIHOFER, 

IN HIS SPEECH IN BERLIN, SAID THAT THE INDEPENDENCE 
OF THE SOLICITOR GENERAL (OBERBUNDESANWALT) IS 
EXEMPLIFIED BY THE FACT THAT ONLY THE FEDERAL GOVERN- 
MENT BY CABINET DECISION ("BUNDESREGIERUNG ALS 
KOLLEGIUM") MAY GIVE HIM ORDERS. RICHARD OBSERVED 
THAT THIS IS CONTRARY TO THE ALLIED CONCEPT OF 
SUPREME AUTHORITY IN BERLIN. 

4. COMMENT: THE FOREIGN OFFICE IS OBVIOUSLY 
EMBARRASSED BY MAIHOFER'S ACTIVITY AND IS REPORTEDLY 
TAKING UP THE MATTER WITH THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AT 
A FAIRLY HIGH LEVEL. 
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